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TO HIS 
. 5.4 
T H E 


Archbiſhop of CANTERBURY. 


My Losxp, 

A N author whoſe former writ- 
ings your Grace has been 
pleaſed to rgceive favourably, pre- 

Ze to addreſs this ſhort but 

needful treatiſe to your protection: 

and as he writes for uſe, not oſten- 
tation, he hopes your Grace will par- 
don the omiſſion of his name. 


That your Grace may long con- 
tinue in that dignity to which your 


virtues alone have raiſed you, is his 


moſt earneſt prayer; not for the ſake 


Þ of your Grace alone, but of the 


Curt: 


. 


Chriſtian church. In this all good 
| men join with him, who is, 


| : My LokD, 


a 
Your Grace $8 


molt obedient ſervant, 


\ 

257 

l E WM % W XR N * * 
| * ' 

| 


A DMO- 


ADMONITIONS 


e 


HOLY WEEK. 


qbtotdotttetotettebotolottbetints 


I. PREPARATION, 


K thy ſtate O man ! The fure 


and the everlaſting miſery that is 9 
doomed thee, if thou perſiſt offend - 
ing ; the certain and eternal happineſs, 
which thou mayeſt ee by repen- 
tance and amendment. 

There is no middle courſe; nor art thou 
ſure there is one moment but the preſent, 
for the important choice. Seize it; em- 
brace it: throw thyſelf at thy Creator's 
feet: implore thy great Redeemer's in- 
terceſſion. Thy Saviour never will refuſ 
to plead; or thy God to pardon. 
Remember now * long thou haſt 
delayed, how 2 thou bal poſtponed 


” 


* r * Ss N 
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F [2] 
this great yet eaſy taſk : who knoweth 
"but the hand of death, certain to ftrike 
thee one day, now prepares, now draws 
back the inevitable dart, which once 
diſcharged, ſeals thy eternal ſentence. 
Who placed thee on this globe; fertile 
in every natural bleſſing? By whom wert 
thou thus made? Who formed the earth, 
thy ſpacious habitation? Who ſpread 
around the curtain of the ſkies ; and ſent 
the giant ſun to run his courſe ? the placid 
moon inviting contemplation ; and light- 
ed up thofe- admantine fires which glow 
innumerable round her. 
Ih reaſon tells thee a ſuperior power, 
and the firſt motion of thy heart is praiſe, 
He from the original of time, has 
taught thee, how thou ſhouldſt pay that 
tribute; by Moſes firſt: and after by 
his ſon. Of nations left in darkneſs; and of 
thoſe, Who lived in times of a leſs perfect 
revelation, he has demanded nothing more 
than the means afforded them, gave light to 
execute. But thee O man, to whom he 
has allotted this period of being, and this 
ſeat of pure religion ; thee he has fa- 
voured'with all opportunities to know th 
duty: and the omiſſion is the hebel 


crime. : 
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+» He hath fixed thy happy lot where now 
fect knowledge reigns : yet what does he 
require of thee? what even of thee, whom 
he has raiſed in moſt enlightened times; 
and ſeated in the land of true religion ? No 
horrid rites, or human ſacrifices, no pains 
or miſery. No Molock calls thy children 
through the fire! no papal rigour-draws 
N thee to a convent. Nor is it needed thou 
5 ſhouldſt forfeit any thingthat is truly valua 
able here to purchaſe an eternity of oy 90 
His yokeiseaſyand his hurthen hw 25 
But what his laws demand muſt be per- 
formed. Obſerve, obey them, call them 
to remembrance ; nor in this long oblivion | 
and apoſtacy, neglect to hear his voice, | 
whom now gene the God of is ael in- þ 
ireth. 
7 The offering he demands, 3 the N 
true ſacrifice of thine offences. This 
day, this hour, this moment 4s the time. 
The weeks of ſolemn preparation have 
paſſed over; I fear, too lightly : and the 
immediate time now preſſes. The in- 
{tant muſt be ſeized, or all is loſt. 
The prophet's trumpet has been blown 
in vain! the faſt is ſanctified; but what - 
abſtains. No heart is rent for its offenes: 
no not the garment. Even the R—_ 
B 2 and 


tremble. 


14 
and fuperficial ſign of penitence is not 
offered here. | 1. 

Awake impenitent! ariſe, attend O 
unregarding man! before the archangel 
trumpet, louder than the prophet's, the voice 
of heaven ſhall call thee : not to repen- 
tance ; but to puniſnment. | 
Wo is there, born in Chriſtian Go- 
vernments, that does not know the intent 
and purpoſe of theſe. weeks of pious ob- 
ſervation? inculcated in the earlieſt time, 
and till this late and moſt abandoned pe- 
riod, obſerved with reverence : a ſeaſon 
of humiliation and repentance ; ordained 
for recollection of paſt errors, and for 
their atonement by ſincere repentance : 
a period ſacred to devotion. | 

Examine then thy ſoul ; and ſearch. it 
deeply. Thy actions and thy thoughts 
will be examined, where no falſe co- 
jours can deceive: where nothing can 


be hidden. Prepare for that dread hour 


by thine own {ſtrict enquiry : anticipate 
the examination of thy Savigur ; and by 
rejecting all that is amiſs, take off the fear 
and terror of that final judgment: fo 
ſhalt thou meet thy Saviour in the clouds, 
as thy redeemer, not thy offended judge : 

and plow with tranſport when the guilty * 
This 


151 
This is thy hope; and this is the allotted 


period for that preparation. The prac- 
tice is moſt eaſy, and the neglect is de- 
ſparation. This duly, and as it becomes 
thy place, performed, thy heart ſhall feel 
true peace; thine eyes look forward to 
eternity with rapture ; and thine affections 
raiſed above the earth; thou ſhalt wake 
as with thy Saviour from the tomb, .and 
ſhew by thine example and thy happineſs, 
the dignity of virtue, and comforts of | 


religion. | 
Let thine examination be SINCERE, for 
it is performed in his preſence, who 
knows thine inmoſt thoughts. Let thy 
ſorrow be unfeigned, for he cannot be de- 
ceived to whom it is addreſſed. Aſſiſt 
 _ theſe pious undertakings, by faſting and 
by prayer ; and ſhew the ſtrength andfull- 
neſs of the purpoſe by charity to the 
diſtreſſed ; ad; by a due humiliation, 
Theſe are the ſteps by which thou 
mayeſt aſcend to heaven: theſe the atone- 
ment for thy paſt offences; and the more 
low this holy exerciſe ſhall place thee, 
the higher will it raiſe thy ſtate of glory. 
Shall pride prevent thee? vain and 
wretched creature! look to thy Saviour's 
hiſtory; and learn better! he left the 
throne of heaven for thee : God deſcended 


for 


A like 


| 16 
fbr thy ſake to wear the form of man; 
to ſuffer all the miſeries of thy nature; all 
the indignities thy kind could lay upon 
him, even to a ſhameful death. And mark 
the conſequence! for this humiliation God 
exalted him above all dignity ; all glory : 
placed him at his right hand: and decreed 
Hat at his name for ever, all knees ſhould 


bow, in earth, in heaven, and in the 


loweſt hell; omnipotent and univerſal king. 
Here, ſee the glory of humility : ſee 
its reward; and following thy greatmaſter's 
eps, receive his promiſed recompence. 
eternal in the heavens. | 
5h 2d nip of 8 oy Yi 
be firft day of the Holy Week. 


I. MEDITATIONS. 


1 have paſſed unheedingly the ap- 
pointed weeks of pious exerciſe, let us 
begin repentance with our ſorrow, our 


| Tharne and miſery, for that neglect: and. 


ſnatching the preſent moment from the 
account of our offences, begin the duty of 


ä this ſacred day the appointed meekneſs 


and humiliation; by a due ſenſe and ſor- 
row for that fault, , 


42 4 


1.771 
Who ſhall be arrogant when he was 
humble? the veſſel formed of earth, ſhall 
it claim dignity, when the great hand that 
made it was all lowlineſs ? Abſurd, pre- 
poſterous thought ! pA. 4 
Can we want cauſe who feel our im- 


perfections? we cannot want example, 


when, behold in the mind's eye, and in 


our needful remembrance, the Son of God 


deſcending from the height of heaven, 
and patiently enduring miſery, and the 
moſt painful death! Shall we poor 
reptiles, think it degrades our dignity to 
own ourſelves molt wretched ſinners; when 
he ſubmitted thus who had no fin } Shall 
we think it too much, to do for ourſelves 
what he did for us? Alas! we cannot do 
or ſuffer in the leaſt proportion: it is not 
expected of us: but what we can do, and 
What is expected, let us perform freely, 
adding ſome value to the mean ofterin! 
by the defiring heart with which we'make 
the ſacrifice. | | 
Pride is the fatal folly of our nature: 
it is the ſad error that ſticks cloſeſt to us: 
and is the greateſt enemy to this part of 
religion. Let us then combat with our 


beſt endeavours this falſe and fooliſh va- 


nity. No thought can be more idle than 
that which places a diſtinction between 
1 one 


K * MT... * 
1% 
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[8] | 
one human creature and another 
What are the rich, and what the poor? 
What are the noble, what the mean, what 
are the fortunate, and what the miſera- 
ble? Alas! Are they not all one clay? 
Have they not equally one rank in the 
great ſcale of being? God has created all 
alike : the accidents of fortune, or per- 
haps the crimes of anceſtors alone, have 
placed the higheſt above the meaneſt 
of the ſpecies: and the hand of 'deat 
Hall again make them equal. 2 85 

We who enjoy the bleſſings of this life, 
let us remember this: conſider the poor 
as our brethren, and humble our riſing 
pride, by the remembrance, that to-mor- 
row we may all be equal. 

Nay, there is much more: the grave 
but leads to immortality; and the mo- 

ment that our duſt is equal, the beggar's 
ſoul may riſe ſuperior: for he may have 


been virtuous while we were criminal. 

This let pride remember: this let him 
think upon who ſhuts his eyes againſt the 
afflictions of the neceſſitous and oppreſſed, 
and fancies himſelfremoved from the ſame 
hope of being. How muſt he tremble 
when he recollects this Lazarus he drives 
to-day from his arrogant thoughts, may 
but to-morrow ſee him change condition. 


That 


FE 


That he may beg, where he refuſed to give; 1h 
and not a drop of water be allowed him, [! 
becauſe he had not in his time of afflu- 
ence a drop of human blood; a grain of 
charity. 

Down pride! oive way to lle nee 
tion. Man can never harbour thee but 
when he baniſhes his reaſon. | | 

Not only we are equal, becauſe all 
created in the ſame form, all placed in the 
ſame rank of being; but becauſe we were f 
all undone together; the ſovereign and 1 
beggar alike forfeited to all good hope 
by the tranſgreſſion of their common pa- | 
rent; and how redeemed from this per- 
dition !—Is there in the falvation of our 1 
Lord one rank of happineſs appointed for 
the king, another the ſubject ? No. 
All fallen alike, all are redeemed toge= 

ther. The great things in our nature, our 

being, and our hope of a bleſſed eternity 
we enjoy in common. The diſtinctions 
of high and low regard only the leſſer 
and more frivolous objects; and they are, 
therefore vain diſtinctions. 

Does not the king bow his knee as low 
to God as the moſt abject of his ſubjects? 
either he does, or he knows nothing of his 
nature: ourſelves have made theſe dif- 
ferences of rank; and they regard only - 

2 hath] C | Gore 
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ourſelves. Man is man with his Creator, 
no matter whether he be cloathed in rags 
or purple; whether his hand be ſtretched 
out for an alms, or graſp a regal ſcepter. 
'The prayer ſuits equally the lord and ſer- 
vant, the giver and receiver ; and in that 
greateſt office of their nature, the addreſs 
to their Creator, they are equal. It is the 
man kneels : he left the king when he ap- 
proached his God. 

Muſt not this teach humility. If the 
great kneel with ſenſe of their diſtinc- 
tion, their prayer is mockery. If they 
aſſume their pride the moment they are 
riſen, have they not diſſembled in their 


' humiliation. Let them examine ſtrictly, 


and fearfully into this ſolemn article: if 
pride haye thus miſled them, whom have 
they mocked but God ? and whom have 

taey attempted to deceive but him to 
whom in the ſame breath they have ac- 
knowledged* all hearts are open, alldeſires 
known ?” 

We ſeek, and we depend upon the be- 
nefits obtained by our Redeemer's death: 
and we are proud to call ourſelves Chri- 
ſtians. Vain and thoughtleſs are we if 


we claim this privilege, and think not of 


the appointed and moſt fixed conditions. 
we would enjoy the advantages of his 
2 paſſion, 
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J 
paſſion, we muſt imitate his conduct. We 
muſt adopt, as far as our weak natures can; 
his ſentiments : and theſe are the reverſe 
of pride. He who had all the dignity of 
heaven humbled himſelf to earth: he who 
could command legions of angels to at- 
tend him, waſhed his diſciples -feet : he 
whoſe voice had, iſ he pleaſed, been thun- 


der, was mute before his judges and ac- 


cuſers. He whom the heavens would at 
his command have bowed down to re- 
ceive, ſuffered death with common cri- 
minals. | 8.2 2334.0 

Pride is revengeful ; but the Saviour of 
the world was all ſubmiſſion: pride raiſes 
us above the wretched ; but he reduc- 
ed himſelf even to a level with the guilty z 
pride is unforgiving ; but he acquitted all. 
O glorious leſſon! O ſupream example! 
man who exalts himſelf denies and diſa- 
vows thee. 


2. RESOLUTIONS. + 


Such was my Saviour, and I will follow 


his moſt bleſſed ſteps: low as I am, I will. 
attempt his likeneſs : what I adore I will 


at a diſtance imitate : like him, be meek, 


be lowly, and be patient. I will diſclaim 


all pride: humility ſhall be my glory. 
11 C 2 ; 
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I will _ imitate him even to death, if the 
Supream will ſo diſpoſes of me that I may 


ſhare with him his glorious reſurrection: 


Heir of a bleſſed immortality. . 
Am] afflicted? I will bear it patiently. 
Are others in diſtreſs, I will relieve them. 
I have baniſhed pride that made the whole 
diſtinction: they are my brothers; chil- 
dren of the ſame father, and coheirs of 
the ſame redemption! 3 
Whatever wounds me I will be re- 
figned : my pattern is my Saviour and my 
God: and reſignation is true conſtancy of 
mind. I will ſuffer even as he ſuffered : 
no breath of murmuring ſhall eſcape my 
lips: I know that he is good who ſuffers 
me to be afflicted ; and imitating my Sa- 
viour in his reſignation, I ſhall, after the 
ſhort trial is ended, ſhare his reward. 
Whether or not myſelf am miſerable, 
J will compaſſionate the diſtreſs of others. 
This my religion teaches ; and I will truly 
learn it. I need not look about for ob- 
jets: mankind is born to ſorrow. Which 
ever way I turn my eyes I ſee them; and 
as my neareſt kindred I will cherith them. 
If need required, myſelf would tend them 
in the bed of ſickneſs; and dreſs their 
wounds without reluctance. Did not my 
Saviourdomuch more than this for me? he 
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afraid and aſhamed to appear before my 


-- IVY 
ſuffered all the pains, I need but pity, and 
relieve. Has he not given the good Sama- 
ritan for my example? has not his divine 
breath uttered, Go, AND Do THOU LIKE- 
. oF.” 3 
But here it is not needed. No more can 


be performed for theſe moſt wretched of my 


fellow creatures than to contribute out of 
my ſuperfluity to thoſe eſtabliſhments where 
they are better ſerved. Shall J refuſe ? 
no, let me do it freely. Let me from 

abundance ſpare to every public charity. 
Nay, let me make a double virtue of the 
gift: let it be a ſacrifice of fin ; at leaſt of 
folly; that I beſtow. I will devote to each 
of theſe, the price of one day's idle amuſe- 
ment, or of one evening's vanity. 'The 
price I ſhould have paid for ſome frivolous 
pleaſure, the ſum I might have loſt at play, 
Mall go to relieve the poor, and comfort 
the diſtreſſed. Their prayers ſhall follow 
me, and God will accept, as I bequeath 


the gift, the ſacrifice of fin, and offering of 


commiſeration. | * 
Shall I who ſee the duty of humility de- 
vote at this holy time the night to vani 
and idle diſſipation? render myſelf unable 
as well as unfit for the facred office of the 
ſucceeding day, by riot; and as I muſt be 


Saviour 


11441 
Saviour and my God, be alſo by my volun< 
tary. diſorder, incapable of devotion 
far be that thought from me. No, —bleſ- 
ſed be my ſovereign, who has now for 
ſome years, and will, I hope, for ever, 
forbid the worſt of theſe : and for ever be 
remembered, with due reverence, that 
holy prelate's name *, who has prevented 
the accuſtomed profanation of this holy 
week; and ſuffered no ſuch avocations. 
— The poor will bleſs me for the price I 
have been uſed to pay for vanity and pain: 
and it will be a facrifice of pride; a tri- 


bute to humanity. 


Io this general benefaction I will to- day 
add gifts to the poor, and comforts to the 
wretched. In my behaviour to inferiors, 

they ſhall ſee I place them as may equals ; 
and to thoſe above me, whether their 


deeds be good or bad, I will yield ſub- 


miſſion. 

Thus will T imitate fo far as my weak 
nature can, the holy pattern that is ſet be- 
fore me, He hath exceeded all that man 
can execute; but my defires ſhall follow 
him! I will be humble in my thoughts; 
patient in my affections whatſoever they 
be; reſigned to heaven; and to my power 
benevolent among my fellow:coatures. 

*The biſhop of London. 
3. PRAv- 


[i] 


3. PRAYER. 


Strengthen in me, I beſeech thee, O 

Lord, theſe reſolutions! aſſiſt me with thy 
grace to combat pride; and grant that I 
may keep before my ſight for ever the 
example of my Lord and Saviour : that 
duly feeling the weakneſs of my own con- 
dition, I may remember always my hope 
is in thy thy holy ſpirit, and my redemp- 


tion by his ſacred blood. Grant I beſeech 


thee, that I may this day, and the enſuing 
week, commemorate with due ſenſe and 
gratitude, that holy ſacrifice ; and that my 


whole life, after being ſuited to this de- 


pendence, I may conform myſelf to his 
great example : and by thy mercy be par- 
taker of his glorious reſurrection. Amen. 


MONDAY. 
The ſecond day of the Holy Week, 


I. MEeDITATIioNs. 


W E have viewed ourſelves as men, 

creatures endowed with reaſon, and 
thence taught the neceſſity of religion; 
convinced there is a God by our own 
ſtructure, and by the reſt of his creation; and 
ſhewn 
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[16] 
ſhewn by this plain proof of his power 
and goodneſs, F we owe him praiſe. 

This was the ſource of our firſt days 
meditation in the holy week : awaking to 
to the ſecond, full of that reverence, that 

itude and awe, let us fo far as we are 

t informed, ſo far as our frail and weak 
reafon will admit, contemplate our con- 
dition, firſt, as the ſons of Adam; and 
then as the redeemed of Jeſus Chriſt. 

The crime of our firſt parent, held in its 
complicated nature, weakneſs, ingratitude, 
and diſobedience. He was weak in ſuffer- 


ing his reaſon given him, for a guide and 


guardian principle, to be confounded and 
+ aj againſtthe light of abſolute know- 
dge, by the deceit of an accurſed fpirit : 
ungrateful in forgeting the benefits con- 
fered upon him by his Creator, who 


formed him from the duſt of the earth, 


and breathing into his new form a living 


ſoul, placed him but little lower than the 
angels : and diſobedient to com- 
mand. 


_ His fate was ours: for being his deſcen- 
dants ; it could not be, but that we mult 
inherit his condition. His frailties he be- 
queathed to us; and with his faults we 


ſtood the heirs alſo of his condemnation. 
Wretched : 


[7] 

Wretched condition! and but for the 
ſupream beneficence of our Redeemer, 
loſt and moſt: hopeleſs ! He had degraded 
and debaſed our nature, from whom we 
all deſcended : Offenders like , himſelf, 
'twas not in us to atone the crime, under 
whoſe weight we ſunk. Here then, when 
not ourſelves, nor all our race could fave 
us deſcended our Redeemer from the clouds. 
In this ſtate. our great Saviour, the new 
Adam, for ſo the Apoſtle moſt diſtinctly 
names the bleſſed Jeſus, came from the hea- 


vens to redeem us: He came not as himſelf 


or in his own great form, but as if one of 
us: He came not to oppoſe the ſentence un- 
der which we groaned ; but to endure it for 
us: at once to pay the forfeit of the ear- 
lieſt Adam's ſin, by offering to the offend- 
ed king of heaven himſelf for us; ſuperior 


and more valuable than a thouſand times 


our race; a willing ſacrifice. An unoffend- 


ing innocent, reſigned tothe painful taſæ, and 


humble, not with God alone, but with his 
Judges, his betrayers, and his executioners. 

Thus died the Saviour of the world; 

and thus alone the race of man could be 


redeemed : but this great work performed, 


how high, how glorious the ſcene ! His 
| ſufferings all were digniy, and his death 
triumphant victory. The conqueſt was 
made, there where it was moſt needful, 
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and moſt juſt to conquer: over the 
dreaded powers of death and hell. He 
roſe the firſt- fruits of the great atchieve- 
ment; and we are all to follow : and from 
the croſs, where men ſuppoſed him loſt, he 
looked down on principalities and powers; 
whom he had diveſted of their former 
conqueſt, triumphant in the reſtoration of 
mankind. 

Tis thus the prophet long before de- 
ſcribed him, red from the conflict, and 
returning glorious ; mighty to fave ; his 
own arm ingly, author of the deliver- 
rance. He could alone, have ſtoped the 
courſe of ruin; alone have driven the in- 
fernal powers before him ; alone have 
reconciled the offended, God to his de- 
voted creatures! 

And with what reverence, awe, and ter- 
rorſhould man remember this his great de- 
liverance ? With what grief refle& upon 
the. pains his dying Saviour bore for his 
redemption ? and, with what joy on that 
accompliſhed miracte ? 

We now are called upon to that remem- 
brance : wretched abandoned creatures, 
delivered from one death in vain, we plunge 

ourſelves headlong into another: forget- 
ful of theſe benefits we yield ourſelves 
again up to a beaten enemy, and by 


a 3 


[19] 
a voluntary act, devote ourſelves again to 
to their correction. For us the Saviour of 
the world deſcended from the ſkies in 
vain in vain he ſuffered ! and in vain he 


triumphed; the church enacts; and the laws 


command obſervance of this appointed 


time for the commemoration of that great 


event; yet who regards it? 5218 
Let us awake to-day, though we have 
Nept the reſt of our unheeding lives: let us 
remember the deliverance, and praife the 
great deliverer. In vain the priefts and 
miniſters of God - proſtrate themſelves, 
imploring mercy ! in vain they weep be- 
fore the ſacred alter! in vain they pray 
the long offended hand of heaven to 
ſpare us, nor to give us to reproach ! The 
clouds burſt over us; and if we weuld 
avoid the thunder, tis our own penitent 
and contrite hearts muſt ſave us. 
To the rebellious Iſraelites, the pro- 


phet could recount deliverance from bon- 


dage, conqueſt of mighty enemies, and 
ſigns and wonders in the land of Ham! 
To call them to repentance he recounts the 
ſea divided to give them a paſſage, and 
returning to overwhelm their enemies; the 
wonders by the hand of Moſes ; and their 


eſtabliſhment againſtall earthlypower. But - 


theſe are little to our calls to gratitude, to a 
ſenſe of the divine favour, and to penitence. 
| 9 * Was 


* 
a — — — — 
2 * 0 * 3 P. 
„ « 


* 


n 


"I — R 9 
— 8 
„ = te EY Vie 


j — —— — — — — > 
eo oe — ON VER — — 


— — 


U 20 : 
Was Pharaoh e qual to the infernal 
ſpirit, enemy to the — race? Or what 
were all the wonders of the wilderneſs 
compared to a divine and crucified Re- 
deemer? | 

Let us retain at all times a juſt ſenſe of 

but moſt at this appropriated ſeaſon, 
en to its awful memory. We ſay 
the Jews were ſtubborn ! What are we ? 
they ſinned againſtgreat mercies: we refuſe 
the memory of greater. 
To- day and yeſterday's reflection have 
perhaps oa uſeful : let us purſue the 
courſe. It is the hand of God, (ready to 
lead us always, if we will obey) that has 
begun the work of our converſion : let us 
33 the ſacred path: let us accompliſh 
Let us remember all thy mercies, O 
Sagem and let 'our tongues be em- 
ployedin thy juſt praiſe from mornin ng unto 
evening. Let us remember thee, O great 
Redeemer ! weep for thy ſufferings, and re- 
Joice in thy triumphant e ſhudder 
with thee in the grave; and riſe above the 
clouds with thy bright form in thine 
aſcenſion. 

Thou Chriſt haſt conquered fin ! 'tis 
thou; O Saviour, who haſt unbared the 
everlaſting doors of death! thou, by thine 
abundant power, creating good from evil, 
haſt turned the fatal fall of man to glory. 
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The tranſgreſſion of our firſt parent, has by 
thee been made the ſource of hope and 
bleſſing to his lateſt progeny ! thou, by 
ſubmitting once to death, haſt broken his 
fell dart for ever; and by the willing tor- 
ments of thy croſs, haſt ſaved the race of 
man from everlaſting miſery! / 


2. RIS OL VES. 


I read with awe the paſſion of my 
Saviour! I ſee the dignity of his perſon, 
and the dreadnature of his ſufferings: pride 
is vanquiſhed in me] and piety ſhall tread 
it into duſt. My gratitude ſhall, ſtep by 
ſtep, with even pace, attend my wonder! 
and I will ſhew it is not fruitleſs reverence | 
I pay on this appointed ſolemn time. I ! 
will abſtain from fin. Theſe days at 
leaſt I will abſtain : and powerful cuſtom 
will begin its influence. The conqueſt 

will be eaſier to morrow ; and every ſuc- 
ceeding day ſhall ſtrengthen this li 
purpole. es MI. 

What! ſhall the Son of God have 
died in vain ! When there was none but 
him that could have ſaved mankind ; ſhall 
he have ſuffered ignominy and death to 
wipe off the account of former fin ; and 
{hall I offend againſt his goodneſs, + by ad- 

ding new tranſgreſſions ? = 


Far 
Bs 


[22] 

Far be it from my now enlightened 
ſoul: Thou my Redeemer, thou ſhalt be 
my guard ! remembering thy metcies, I | 
will avoidoffence, and when the vanquiſhed 
enemy would delude me by temptation, 
then will I call on thee! when the temp- 
tation comes, I will oppoſe thy croſs : 
thine agonies ſhall chill the thought of 
ouilty pleaſures : nor will I be fo deeply 
criminal as to mixin my breaſt the thought 


of fin and hee! : 
Thou only, Omy Saviour, couldſt have 
given this proof of an unconquerable love 
to our abandoned race. Even then when 
their offences were moſt hateful to thee, 
thou pitiedſt the offenders: none elſe 
was worthy to atone the guilt: none be- 
ſide would have paid the ranſom of our 
crimes. It needed love and tenderneſs 
indeed ! but thou art love itſelf. 
__ Strengthened by gratitude, my duty 
ſhall be firm. To thee with all humllity 
and thankfulneſs, I will look up, great 
Author of my better life; of my ſalvation: 
fixing my thoughts on thee! I will adore 
and imitate ; and placing a due value on 
that everlaſting life, thou haſt obtained 
for me beyond the grave; I will not 
value this ſhort preſent ſcene 16 much as 
to give up my innocence and peace of 
- PE ol 


[23 ] 
mind for all the tranſitory advantages 
which it can give. 


Shall I deceive for gold, which rob- | 


bers may take away to-morrow, and 
which the grave will certainly, after a 
ſhort time, give from me to another? I 
who have everlaſting treaſure in the hea- 
vens | 


Shall I refuſe it to the poor, who know 


its little value, and the ſhort poffeflion ? 
when I know alſo, that what I caſt 
upon the waters ſhall return : that what 
I give to theſe I lend the Lord ; that every 
little I bequeath in pity, I truly am con- 
verting to eternal happineſs. 


Shall I, who weep, tears only for the l blood 


of my expiring Lord, even now, while 


I commemorate in a peculiar manner his 
pains and ſufferings for me; ſhall I not 
lament my fins ? thall I not deteſt 3 ſhall 
I not abjure and forſake them? yes, for 
ever. Pride and the love of-wealth are 
ſurely conquered ; the eager love of plea- 
ſure is ſubdued ; and in this victory, ob- 
tained by the commemoration of my Sa- 


viour's ſacrifice, I have confounded: the 


moſt powerful advocates for ſin. By the 


remembrance of the ſame great N I 
will for ever doom them to filence and 


ſubjection; and I ſhalland, I feel and know _ 


alrcady 


. 
already .thatIſhall, in their abandoned place, 
2 bane treaſure and an everlaſting ſatis- 
faction: the riches of hope; the j joys of 
purity and innocence. 

I will compleat the conqueſt of myſelf 
by ſtrict obedience to the holy ordinances, 
which pious men have, with the ſanction 
2 the laws, eſtabliſhed for this holy ſea- 
ſon. 

I will remember my pert faults with 
tears, and prayers ; with faſtings, and with 
mournings. The account of mine own 
offences ſhall ſwell the tribute which 1 
pay unto his ſufferings, who atoned for 
them ; and I ſhall then no more repeat 
them. Thus will I tread down the enemy, 
whom my Saviour's death has laid beneath 
my feet: thus will I ſhew- myſelf, not 
wholly unworthy of his favour ; thus will 
I ſecure to me the bleflings he has ob- 
tained me; and thus, I doubt not, I 
ſhall render myſelf partaker of his glory, 


PRAYER; 


O God moſt mighty! Lord moſt mer- 
ciful ! Creator of the world and Father of 
mankind ; ſhower down upon thy lowly 
ſervant, the dew of thy heavenly grace. 
Eſtabliſh, I moſt humbly beſeech thee, the 

pious 


[25] 

pious thoughts this ſolemn ſeaſon has im- 
planted in my mind! Grant that retainin 
. now ahd always a juſt and lively ſenſe of 
thy great mercies, I may abſtain from fu- 
ture ſin: that I this day and every day 
ſacceeding, may avoid the cauſes and delu- 
fionsintooffence; and againſt all temptation; 


calling into mind the 3 image of my Savi- 


our's ſufferings, may through the merit of 
his bleſſed redemption, enter into that 


glory thou haſt 55 for En who 
love thee. nene 44 


1 
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MepiTATIOns; 55 


Taz, man had fnried; and 2 be | 


could not of himſelf atone the offence, 
we ſee/and feel: how ſhould the guilty 


atone for the guilty? and who ainong man» 
kind is innocent? 


Sin muſt be hateſul te to the God of pu⸗ 


rity: and we ſhould Know how hateful, 
that we may avoid it. 

His love, his merey, are the 8 
all real happineſs; and who ſhall hope ſor 
them that perſeveres in his offences? If we 


E 8 would 


— ed Re 


PPP ͤ Soo cox inet greet 


— U —P — — 


1 26 


would know how hateful, let the ſolemnity 
of this day's ſervice teach us: fo heinous, 
that no ſacrifice leſs than divine perfection, 
could atone for it: fo juſt, ſo great an ob- 
ject of the wrath of God, that no atone- 
ment leſs than death could be received: no 
death but of the innocent: no death but 
that with all the horrour of attending cir- 
cumſtances, with pain and ſhame; with 
agony, and with deriſion. 

The ſtory is < Jorge before us: evange- 
liſts record, and prophets foretold it in the 
full circumſtance, the ſhame and horrour. 
Seven hundred years before the birth of 
Chriſt, Iſaiah told the manner of his death; 
the infolence of his accuſers; and his moſt 
perfect reſignation ; the indignities, and 
their pecyliar marks, even to ſhame and 
ſpiting. VE hg He 
Oan men read this and yet be -infidels ! 
they court their own deſtruction. We muſt 
believe; unleſs our hearts be harder than 
the gyptian tyrant's : nay, we muſt do 
much more! for with our faith there comes 
twin-born, the rule of our due practice. 
If ſin be heinous in this high degree to 
God, how carefully ſhould we avoid it? 
and with what horrour ſhun its firſt ap- 
proaches, who know that all our hope is 
A ga 
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If che extreme of puniſhment alone, 


and that with the moſt ſevere aggrava- 


tions, could be received as its atonement, 
even when perfect innocence; nay, when 
the divine nature itſelf ſuffered, how ought 
we who profeſs our love to God avoid and 


fly from it? How ought we to tremble at 


the penalty which will be inflicted on our- 
ſelves !-—- What have we wretched mean, 
and guilty creatures, to offer in expiation 
for our offences? Nothing. —Submiſſion 
to the ſtroke of puniſhment is all that can 
be leftus; and in this there will be no 
merit, becauſe that ſtroke is unavoidable. 


Be it to all of us one uſe, one ſervice of 


this ſacred ſeaſon, to inculcate and impreſs 
upon our minds this moſt important doc- 
trine. We know the weight of God's in- 
dignation againſt our crimes, by the inno- 
cence, the dignity, and the unequalled 
ſufferings of the divine perſon who under- 
took for us their expiation. 9; 


Let this due ſenſe of the great price of 


our redemption teach us, to hold it in the 
higheſt veneration; to keep it in our hearts 
and minds for ever; to love and to adore 
him the great Author of our ſalvation; and 
to hold ſin in the moſt extreme abhorrence: 
becauſe it is degrading to our natures; be- 
cauſe it is heinous in the fight of our Crea- 
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tor; and was the cauſe of our Redeemer's 


ſufferi 
He not refuſe the moſt harſh terms 
fixed to the price of our ſalvation ; and 


ſhall we for ourſelves ſtart and turn back, 
when but the eaſieſt. are. required? Is it 0 
hard for us to do a little for ourſelves, 
when it appeared ſo eaſy for him to ſuffer 
ſo much for us? O moſt unnatural ! the 
leaſt fin is an high ingratitude; and to 
commit them at this holy time, is to add 
to their own: nature, — to that ſecond 
incident, a moſt extreme indignity. 

It is not faſting if we deny only food to 
our appetites: the true faſt muſt be hal- 
lowed in the foul. It is to abſtain from 


the firſt thoughts of ſin; we are at all 


times rendered mean and miſerable by it 3 
but at this we add an inſult to our Saviour's 
agonies; and join the abandoned crew 
who mocked the king of heaven. 

To abſtain from offence is the firſt ſtep 
to virtue ; but we have much more in our 
power. Let it be ſeen, though not with 
oſtentation, that the ſacred time has this 


effect upon us. Let us attend the ſervice 


of our God, who is moſt immediately 
preſent when many join in adoration. Let 


us be liberal in our charities; the poor and 


miſerable are always | before us; and let us 
atchieve 
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| etchieve the harder taſk for givenefs c chaſa 
who have offended us. We need much 


more from heaven: and let us ſhow we 
do not aſk it with revengeful hearts. 
The ſon of God forgave his enemies: 


and ſhall the child of man think it too 


great a condeſcenſion ? Meekneſs and pa- 
tience were his character; and ſhall we di- 
ſtinguiſh ourſelves by inſolence and by re- 


ſentment? Let us remember vengeance is 


the Lord's; and that for us the higher is 
the offence we might return, the greater is 


the glory of forgiveneſs. 


Have we been ſo idle or ſo raſh as to 
interpret ſufferings into guilt? Have we 
ſuppoſed misfortunes judgments? and dared 
to call the ſufferings of our fellow - creatures 
the vengeance 1 an offended God. Let 
us learn candour from this great example. 
Who ever ſuffered like the Saviour of the 
world; even while he was fulfilling the 
great decree, and working our redemption? 
As we for this reaſon ſhould not judge 
of others from their ſufferings, ſo neither 


let us on that fearful thought, afflict our- 
| ſelves. Whatever we may endure in this 


ſhort and tranſitory world, let us not think 
it the immediate ſtroke of heaven. He 
who ſuffers moſt, may be moſt innocent; 
and far from ſpeaking an offended God, 
8 


30 
his miſeries, if he bears them patiently, 
may, nay, they aſſuredly will endear him 
more to the divine favour; by adding to his 
character one virtue. 


Nero ent. 


If I have enemies, for who in this 
bad world can live without ? I will en- 


have before my eyes the bright example of 
my Saviour ; and herein I can imitate his 
meekneſs. If they perſecute me I will 
pray for them : who knoweth but the 
Lord may turn their hearts? but whether 
this be or be not the event, yet my reward 
is ſure. I cannot err O Jeſu, while I pur- 
fue thy ſteps: nor can I fear the violence 
of man, while I am ſure I have not of- 
fended God. If he ſhall juſtify what 
matter who condemueth : if he approve, 
the malice of weak man is ineffectual. 


from the laws; ſhould I be injured even by 
thoſe from whom I might expect protec- 
tion? I will remember Jeſus and be mute. 
The prieſts and rulers joined to perſecute 
his innocence, even to death : his filence 
aftoniſhed the Roman : but the clamour 
of the Jews prevailed, Pilate declared 

77. ad he him 


dure their malice, and forgive them. I 


Vea, ſhould oppreſſion fall upon me 


e e 
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him innocent; yet gave commiſſion for 


his execution. 

The world did never, nor can it ever 
ſhew an inſtance of brutality and folly like 
to this: yet, he whom I profeſs to follow 
bore it without repining. 2 

If inſolence and cruel mockeries ſhould 
fall upon me, the hardeſt to be borne of 
all human miſeries, yet will I be patient. 
I will remember him whom the meaneſt 
officers of power derided; and bearing 


like to him the inſult without reproach, 


will ſhew to thoſe who offer it, even what 
I feel myſelf, that perfect patience i is a 
perfect triumpm. 

What are the ills, the inſults, and op- 
preſſions, that can be heaped on me, com- 
pared with thoſe my bleſſed Saviour ſuf- 
fered ? his ſacred ſteps are always in my 


fight; and he the bright example; whom 
to follow, is to be ſure of e and 


glory. 
Far be injuſtice foam my ſoul; and fas 
oppreſſion from my feeling heart. Vet, 


if they ſhould at any time attempt to gain 


admittance; if the deceiver of mankind, 
taking advantage of ſome ſharp trial, 
ſhould urge me to be inſolent, oppreſſive, 
or revengeful : then alſo my dear Saviour, 
eventhen willIremember thee! ShallIwho 
kate 


32 
hate oppreſſion be myſelf guilty of it? and 
ſhall the reſolution J have made to bear it 
well, leave me unprovided againſt my own 
guiltineſs ?: abſurd and ſhameful thought ! 
No. From this hour I will forgive of- 
fences, No man ſhall be more ready to 
injure me than I will be to pardon : and 
—— N. I will hope to find it. 


PAL. 


| Slows me, I beſeech thee, 0 mont mer- 
ciful God, and grant that under the ſaving 
wing of thy divine protection, I may paſs 
through the troubles of this world, a meek 
and lowly ſufferer, where there ſhall be : 
oppreſſion: grant that my Saviour, whoſe 
ſufferings and example I now commemo- 
rate in humble and in warm devotion, may 
be to me an angel of light againſt the 
power of darkneſs ; that following his pure 
Reps I may obtain thy favour ; and thro! 
his merits and powerful mediation, finally, 
rejoice in his falvation, Amen. 
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VE DN ES DAV. 
Fourth day of the Holy Week. 


I, MEDITATIONS. 


REAT as the mercies are which we 
>= received; dreadful as the neceflity we 
had for the atonement; yet, can we withont 
1 grief, and ſhame, and terror, behold the 
price of them; the blood of our Redeemer? 
So dreadful as this thought, ſo high has 
been his goodneſs ; ſo far exceeding all the 
mind of man could dare to imagine! Nor 
was the horror of the ſcene leſs neceſſary 
than the atonement which it made: no 
otherwiſe could the divine vengeance be 
appeaſed ; or the anger of the Lord turned 
from the deſcendents of an ungrateful diſ- 
obedient man; who in return for number- 
| leſs benefits, refuſed one article of required 
obſervance, 8 | 
Reaſon declares to us how extreme the 
hemouſneſs of fin muſt be in the eye of 
God; who is a God of purity : and from 
the earlieſt times wherein his will has been 
diſcloſed to man ; this odions nature of 
offence againſt him has been impreſſed 
upon our mind's by the atonements that 
have been appointed for it. . 
Moſes his ſervant taught what the apo- 
ſtle Paul has ſo ſtrongly on this great occaſion 
Ju au- 


| 


Honour, to follow the bright example. 
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authoriſed, that without atonement made 
by blood, there could be no remiſſion. 


The blood of calves and goats might 
purify a people; but for the general ſin of 
all mankind, a dearer ſacrifice was called 
to expiate. The Lord, the Saviour Chriſt 
alone could obtain the great remiſſion; 
and that only at the price he paid, of his 
own precious blood, | 

Well may we ſtand aſtoniſhed at his 
goodneſs ; but without that, even in the 
full extent, we had been loſt. His death 
alone could give us life: and by it he hath 
opened the kingdom of heaven to all be- 
lievers, | 

How great, how noble, indeed, how 
divine, appeared the deliberate manner in 
which he accepted the harſh terms of our 
redemption ? and preparing for that holy 
purpoſe, took leave of his diſciples. Not 
as one going toan ignominious death, but to 
the accompliſhment of ſome great purpoſe: 
declaring he would not eat more of the 
paſſover, or drink of the fruit of the vine 
until the kingdom of God ſhould come. 

The example 1s indeed too great for us 
to imitate ; as much above us as the divine 
is above-the human nature; Yet while we 
reverence, let us alſo know, that. to our 
power it is our duty, as it is our higheſt 


Loſt 
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Loft in wonder while we gaze upon it, 
let us join to our aſtoniſhment the pureſt 
and the warmeſt gratitude: and to that 
gratitude our humble imitation. What 
ſhall we refuſe to do in the relief or the 
aſſiſtance of our fellow - creatures, when 
we remember what Chriſt did for us? 
How ſhall we dare to murmur at our ſuf- 
ferings, when we reflect on what he ſut- 
fered. 


Kg or vt s; 


The preparation for my Saviour's death 
has brought before me the divine appoint- 
ment, and original of the moſt holy facra- 
ment! Have I neglected the repeated ob- 
ſervance of this pious act? Now awakened 
from the trance of my inſenſibility, let me 
repent the fault, and never be again guilty. 

What ĩs it J have dared to neglect? rather, 
what has induced me to deny myſelf the 
firſt of human comforts! the balm of 
wounded minds; the triumph over fin 
and miſery, death and eternal ruin! 

Do ] preſume to bear the name of Chri- 
ſtian; and have I kept myſelf from that 
holy table? Do I then dare to claim the 
merits of his ſacrifice, whoſe preparation, 
inſtituted by himſelf, and commemorated 
ſo often and fo reverendly by the church, 
of which I call myſelf a member, I ne- 
glect? I am confounded at the thought; 


F 2 ſhame 
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ſhame covers me : and I fear to queſtion 
myſelf farther. Surely I had forgot who 
inſtituted the divine office : ſurely J had 
not thought that it was the image of his 
preparation for death : for that death 
which gave me an everlaſting lite. 

I will hereafter pay a due attendance at 
thine altar; I will by future duty atone my 
former faults; and the great ſeaſon is at 
hand. The day of thy bleſſed reſurrection 
now invites me; thy church commands 
me: and I will be ae thy more pi- 
ous follower, and her obedient ſon. 

Could ditobedient Iſrael celebrate with 
a holy reverence the paſchal ſupper, the 
paſſover commemorating their deliverance 
when the firſt-born of Egypt were de- 
ſtroyed ; and ſhall I neglect the holy me- 


mory and due celebration of my greater 


redemption ? O ſhame ! O miſery ! 


For them the firſt- born of the Ægyp- 
tians fell; for me the prince of the infer- 
nal world. Agyptian bondage could afflict 
the body only; the power of Satan was 
againſt the ſoul! their reſcue was from the 


ills of this life; mine from the miſeries of 
eternity | 


The Jews even when the murther of 


Chriſt was in their minds, devoutly cebe- 


brated their eſcape from Hgypt. 1 while 
I read the tory can omit my duty ; I who 
con- 
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condemn that people ſhew myſelf more 
guilty. But penitence and amendment is 
the path to pardon ; the day approaches, 
and the proof iscaſy. Iwill attend the duty 
of this holy rite. 

This I. will reverence as the tree of life; 
this as the ſacred covenant of the bow, ex- 
tended thro' the ſkies ; and my obedience 
ſhall declare I am a ſon of the firſt Adam 
redeemed by the ſecond ; and too ſeenfible 
of that deliverance to offend, and plunge 
myſelf in death again, 


PRAYER 


Hear me O Lord moſt mighty, O God 
moſt merciful : grant me thy grace to ex- 
piate by due and reverend attention to the 
bleſſed ſacrament of our Lord's ſupper, the 
neglects of my former thoughtleſs life. 
Fill me I beſeech thee with that love and 
reverence which this week's awful com- 
memoration of the ſufferings of my Sa- 
viour has been inſtituted to inſpire ; and 
grant that I may hereafter reap the intended 
benefits in a bleſſed eternity. Amen. 
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| THURSDAY. 
"The fifth day in the Holy Week. 


1. MEDITATIONS. 


T. day approaches when we ſhall com- 
memorate the death of our Redeemer; 
cloting the ſcene of his unmerited ſuffer- 
The great occaſion ſhakes my ſoul 

while its attention 1s devoted to it. 
Herod and Pilate, arrogant and inſenſible 
judges, a furious prieſthood, and an incenſed 
populace conſpiring his deſtruction whoſe | 
Innocence was evident; and whoſe virtue 


claimed the reſpect of the whole earth. 


They plead, they hear, they ſentence; and 
weak authority gives up to death even him 


it was inclined to ſave. 


Virtue and vice are beſt ſeen in their op- 
a and the world never gave ſo 
rong a contraſt as this between the Sa- 
viour of mankind, innocent and reſigned, 
and theſe his judges and accuſers, blind 
and outrageous together. Thus heaven is 
pleaſed to make even its worſt creatures 
inſtruments of good. The ſewiſh prieſts 
and Roman governors aſſiſted even by their 
moſt unpardonable crimes in the great 


| * of our redemption. 


— — — — — 


Now 
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Now let us ſet the example full before 


us. To-morrow we ſhall commemorate 
his death; to-day let a juſt and final view 
of his moſt exemplary life ſerve as our ad- 
monition. We who purſue the paths of 
vanity and pleaſure, we weak and wretched, 
who pretend to power, to dignity, and 
happineſs, let us once more caſt our 
eyes on him, who with all power and 
means of every triumph, ſubmitted as if 
helpleſs to every kind of ſhame and pu- 
niſhment. 

And why! it was becauſe to that end, 
he had come into the world. Andis not 
this a leſſon for us all? Are not we ſent. 
for ſome end alſo into this ſcene of being? 
leſs by infinite degrees indeed, than that 
for which he came to earth, but ſtill 
for ſome end: for 'twas the Almighty 
and All-wiſe who ſent us; and he does no- 
thing in vain. 

Let us conſider what it was; and fee 
we execute it: twas not to revel in idle- 
neſs ; twas not to indulge ourſelves in 
ouilty pleaſure: if this be our purpoſe, bet- 
ter we had not been born. It was to ap- 
prove ourſelves by a ſhort and temporary 
tryal worthy of that eternal happinels and 
glory, which he has in his infinite good- 
neſs prepared for us. This is the goal at 
which we are to aim ; this the prize of 
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our victorious courſe; and let us 10 run 
that we may obtain it. 


2. Res0Lves. 


If Iat length am ſenſible of my con- 
dition; if the devout courſe of this week's 
meditation has calledmy ſcattered thoughts 


back to their proper object, the crown 


immortal ready in the heavens; if weaned 
from a vain world, I have fixed my 
mind above; now nothing ſhall re- 
move it. 

If it be always idle, nay, and ſinful to 
indulge the vain pleaſures of this world, 
this ſacred week it is moſt highly crimi- 
nal: I will devote more fervently than 
ever the ſhort remain of it to heaven, and 
baniſhing the ſenſe of earthly being, I will 
be, O my Saviour, only thine. 

Thus I ſhall gain the firſt ſtep of that 


ladder the patriach ſaw let down from 


heaven to earth: the courſe of angels; 
but when the feet are worthy not ped 
to man. 

This gained, the reſt is eaſy. I ſhall find 
the thorny path of virtue, as it has been 
called, a pleaſant, becauſe it is a neceſſary 
way: and the ſtrait gate will not deny en- 


trance to one who ſtruggles for his paſſage. 
| But is the difficulty; for behind is b 


eaven! 


1 


47 

I will renounce the vanities of this 
idle world, mean in its higheſt pride, and 

tottering in its greateſt ſecurity, I will 
inſtead of the common way of life behave 
according to the rules laid down for me 
by the holy ſpirit ; for heaven and earth, 
life and death are not more oppoſite than 
theſe. 5 

My great example and my everlaſting 
theme -ſhall be my Saviour's conduct. 
When men oppreſs me I will fay, how 
would the Lord Jeſus, have borne this? 
and all his meekneſs thus ſhall be tranſ 
fuſed into my boſom. 
Does the enjoined devotion of the time, 

its abſtinence and holy exerciſe, reduce and 
weaken my reluctant body? my foul is 
gathering ſtrength the while; and it is 
that which is to live for ever. 

Pleaſures weaken and debaſe us: the 
ſpirit of devotion is a ſpirit of ſtrength 
eng us in all trials, guarding us 
with a ſhield of adamant againſt tempta- 
tions and dangers. 

I am ſure thus to paſs in my better part 
invulnerable ; and for the reſt it is not 
worth my care. Secure of victory, why 
ſhould I regard the light pain of my tem- 
porary wounds ? 5 
Il call myſelf the follower of my Savi- 
our; and can J hope to eſcape from per- 

n ſecution 
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ſecution ? the ſhafts of SLANDER, nay, 
thoſe which human nature finds more ter- 
rible, of scoxx, ſhall all fly at me: but 
I am taught to bear them. My great ex- 
ample is before me; and I will declare 
myſelf his follower, while thoſe for whom 


I ſhall hereafter mourn, deſpiſe me. 


PRAYE RX. 


Comfort me beſeech thee O Lord God, 
in thy ſalvation, and give me ſtrength to 


bear the ſcorn which this world throws on 


iety : grant that I may preſerve for ever 
Ah in my memory the lowlineſs and 
meekneſs of my Saviour, and by his bleſſed 
example, learn to pray for thoſe who op- 
preſs me : and finally, that after this life 
paſſed in an humble but fervent imitation 
of his character, I may be feceived into 


his kingdom. Amen, 


GOOD FRIDAY. 
The Arth day of the Holy WW. _ 


1. MEenpiTATIoONsS. 


HE reſt was preparation: now the 
ſcene itſelf diſcloſes. Dreadful day 
terrible even to remember. What then 
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to have ſeen! the Saviour of the world 

expires in agonies ; and nature ſhares them 
with him. The heavens are darkened : 

rocks rend aſunder: graves burſt their 

heavy walls, and ſend to light again their 
dead) emblems of an uniyerſal reſurrection. 

The ſight converted pagans ! wretched 
and obſtinate they, who with the firſt light 
God had given the world in the prophecies 
which promiſed this event, could ſhut 
their eyes to truth, and ſeal their ears 

againſt conviction | their s be the forfeit: 
their's it is: his blood does reſt upon them 
and on their children. | 

Our's is the choice; to reverence or to 
mock our Saviour : for he that is not with 
him, is againſt him : he who on ſuch a d 
| when heaven and earth and univerſal na- 
ture ; all but the ſtubborn heart of man, 
felt the agonies of an expiring Saviour, can 
enter into leagues with vanity, and make 
his covenant with vice, is more a violator 
of the ſacrifice of his redemption, than all 
the accuſers and judges of his Lord, than 
Judas, and than Herod. 

They doubted: we believe. They had 
this et We diſclaim all excuſe if 
we profane the day. 

Doſt thou refuſe to join the holy office,; 
thou rebelleſt criminally againſt te inſti- 
tutions of the church. 


| Doſt 


| 
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- Doſt thou 8 it by an idle thought ? 


| thay doſtinful thy greafRedeemer; ſetteſt 
at nought his agonjes, and mockeſt the 


hoy PR. Read E think eee 
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$f ING RxLourves. 


” am yo AB, Truth flows : at once 
upon me. This day's devotion ſhall fix in 


my heart the everlaſting principles of my 


2 2 RN, whole. 1 * 5 


e ; and I will remember on the mor- 


row how I behaved to-day: how he ſhould 
behave who ſolemnizedthe laſt day wor- 


thily,:. . 
I will remember farther, chat the Chii- 


tian muſt not be one day pious, one day 
idle. I will conſider what advantage I have 
7 Kae and will 1 it 7 ä 


a „ 


0 aid lanes God. Lies a XY 
ſerve in my mind the truths and the con- 
viction I have thus felt: and that 
by thy heavenly grace aſſiſting, che due 


ſenſe of my duty to thee, and reyerence 


for my Redeemer, which from this curſe 
2 rayer and meditation have made their 

ge to my heart, remain there for 
ever. Grant this I beſeech for the Li of 


